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Recent decades have seen increasing concern as to the ability of jurors to understand
and apply judicial directions in criminal trials. This has prompted reforms ranging from
procedural changes to changes to the instructions themselves. While such modifications may
improve juror comprehension and application, research indicates that the improvements
are modest. The so-called “fact-based” approach to jury instructions incorporates many
features that research suggests would improve juror comprehension and application. This
article presents results from a large-scale study looking at whether fact-based directions
can enhance comprehension and application of the law. The results provide some
support for this approach as a means of improving comprehension and application. A
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research in linguistic and phonetic science, we explain why such transcripts are highly
prone to be unreliable, why they may mislead juries into misinterpreting the contents of
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seen the rapid decline of physical visits by lawyers to prisoners. Prisoners have limited
reciprocal powers to demand technological access to the external world and must rely on
largely obsolete forms of communication. In an era where legal resources are increasingly
digital, can the continuing asymmetrical restrictions on prisoners’ access to technologies
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