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for jurisdictional error under s 75(v) of the Constitution. However, it remains unclear the
extent to which Parliament can functionally reduce the scope of this jurisdiction through
no-invalidity clauses or other drafting mechanisms. This article argues that a “thin”
version of the rule of law, namely non-arbitrary government, would provide the least
controversial, and therefore the most robust, foundation to define the boundaries of the
High Court’s jurisdiction under s 75(v). This is because the proposition that s 75(v)
entrenches the value of non-arbitrary government is consistent with most approaches to
constitutional interpretation. This article also recognises how a number of entrenched
common law concepts will limit the scope of the High Court’s jurisdiction under s 75(v)
but demonstrates how the value of non-arbitrary government can be reconciled with these
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The ombudsman institution was introduced across all Australian jurisdictions from the
1970s as a central piece of administrative law reform. The original role of the office was to
scrutinise administrative decision making and to promote government accountability
through the resolution of citizen complaints. However, since the 1970s all Australian
governments have undergone significant change. Government has expanded involvement
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into areas such as whistle blower and disability protection and human rights. Government
also increasingly outsources decision-making to private companies, leading to the
introduction of private industry ombudsmen and the removal of control from the purview
of administrative law transparency mechanisms. This article argues that this transforma-
tion necessitates discussion as to reform of the ombudsman institution and suggests a new
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