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This article is concerned with the criminalisation of purely and obviously fictional material, 
such as comics and narratives, depicting or describing characters who appear to be children 
in a sexual context. There are legitimate concerns about the spread of material that glorifies 
child sexual abuse, regardless of whether it represents real or fictional children, which 
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In New South Wales, a breach of peace remains a residual source of power, justifying 
a range of interventions, including trespass and arrest. Those powers are aimed at the 
containment of violence and the preservation of public order. The power is controversial, 
however, because of the scope of power enlivened by a breach of peace and because of 
the retrospective declaration needed to confirm its legality. In recent years, there has been 
a shift towards statute as the basis for authorising intervention and calls for its abolition. 
This article argues for the retention of breach of peace as an essential source of power, 
based on its inherent adaptability and policy objectives.  ...................................................  222
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