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In the wake of the Christchurch Massacre, the Australian Government passed the Criminal 
Code Amendment (Sharing of Abhorrent Violent Material) Act 2019 (Cth) (AVM Act) 
with essentially no debate or consultation. Creating new criminal offences for social media 
and hosting companies that fail to remove certain violent content “expeditiously”, the 
legislation treats the matter of the viral spread of violent content online as a simple problem 
that could be solved by technology companies if they were only sufficiently motivated. But 
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